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Annual Family Fun Day for Children and
Adults With Cochlear Implants
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On March 31, The Children’s Hearing Institute sponsored our
Annual Family Fun Day. More than 200 attendees gathered at
Madison Square Garden’s Play by Play restaurant to enjoy a
buffet lunch. Guests were then treated to a free performance
of The Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey’s Circus...the
Greatest Show on Earth. Kids, teens, parents and family
members were introduced to one another by our Parents
Committee, including: Carrie and Kris Almskog, Stacey and
Jamie Blecher, Brenda Cotsen and Jeffrey Benjamin, Edna
and Tom Curley, Elissa and Allen Kestenbaum, Eileen and
Brian Riano, and Beth and Vincent Trama.
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“It’s so important for families facing the challenges of hearing
impairment to share their frustrations as well as their suc-
cessful coping strategies,” says Jane Madell, PhD, CCC-
A/SLP, Cert. AVT, Co-Director of The Beth Israel/New York
Eye and Ear Cochlear Implant Center. “Children and teens
with hearing loss are not always able to articulate their needs
and feelings. We’re gratified we can provide families with
support systems for dealing with their challenges.”



